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y ect of their wishes; pei 
suaded, no doubt, that the Stage might be turns tat some perl vl 
or other as etlectiv Ly against themselves. But whatever the 
cause, there 1s ho doubt that the theatre subseque ntly xperi nee dl 
the most determined hostility of the Church. James VI. is well 
known to have been fond of theatricals, and he laboured hard to 
stablish the drama amongst his sul jects. In 1592 he mtroduced 
a COMpany) af English play ers into Edinburg! 


porte d them until his accession to the English thron 


so he maintamed an incessant war with the Church. which con- 
tinued to th Inder all its ecclesiasti artill ry against the stage, 
and so eflectu lly that theatricals may be said to have made no 
progress, an | would have been put down even in th metropolis 
but tor the 1 r' al countenan and su port : The civ il commotions 
in the reren ot Cha les | , which led to the Protectorate. mater- 
ially aided the Church in its war against the Stage. Fanati- 
cism was then at its height, and it reiened for atime with terrible 
sway. With the Restoration came a t mporary r laxation, and 
the stage and other 1] tructive i. istin es dared once more LO lift 
their heads. In Losi, according 


I Vv. one of the amusements In 

) : +} = +1 } t } : iy 

celebration of the Queen's birth-day was a dramatic performance 
° 7 , } - . 

With the Revo n. however. acain 


rain Came the relion of cant, 


and tor a num ‘ of years Co had htt! hare mm the | 


’ e s re in tl publi 
relaxations of Lil LS. In ly 14, the lennis ¢ ourt in E - 
burgh har ne Inporal 11 fitted 1 pas a theatre / 

was performed an audies of the nebilitv and eentrs 
At that time poh n high nd some one ealling out, in thi 
course ol the CVC] = oe \ Like Kine enor his ain aval il 
regular melee ensued between the favourers of the house of Stuart 
and th se Ol | lan ver. kr In th it time the stage continued LO 
strugcle for existence in the Scottish capit ili—-sometimes appar- 
ently altos ther down, but avain ral ying, and though if kly, still 
showing cl d I l] T 1 to overcome t| Cc fulminati ns ¢ t the 


Church. Allan Ra y str led hard, but unsuccessfully, to es- 
tablish the Gran me 2 lnbuw rh, ANG DIS Own imi ; vr ral. 
The Gentle Si , Was periorm lin the Za ’ Jlall im 1729. 
Carruber’s Close had also the honour of nursing the Stage 1 


state of infancv and adversity. It was then under the 


ment of an Italian « . who abandoned her original protes- 
sion for the leoitimate drama. It \ not till 1747 that Thesni 


could be said to have a recoenis 


ycs i 

| home in ** Modern Athens.’ 
In that year something like a proper theatre was established, in 
what is still called = the Playhouse ( ‘lose,’ opposite the head ot 
New Street. Canongate, And here it was that the Kdinbureh 
fashionables of last century assembled nightly to enjoy the intel- 


lectual recreations of the Stage. It was only the hicher circles 
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who dared, at that Lime, to set the fulminations ot the ¢ hurch at 
defiance: and it was by them only that the ‘* playhouse ” was 
established and supported. ‘The pr duction of Home’s DD) ats. 


in 1756, may be said to have marked quite an era in the Scottish 
Drama. It was received with immense applause, and although 
it awakened the thunders of the Church with new vigour, and subh- 
jected its luckless author to unheard of annoyance, yet it em 
dened the lovers of the Stage. They saw in the Tragedy itselt 
a arama ol faultless purity and in ITS este med author an amis 
woie Dull ersecuted man. I he f ir lImstance ten I (i to awake i 


, 7 ! . ’ } °F ’ . 
pDublie thous ht in reference to th ‘e) Ce. and a decided reaction 
Wi Lhe consequence, So much had theatricals calmed upon the 

‘ ‘ i 
Upper classes in the course of a few \ s. that a still bolder at- 


tempt was resolved upon. ‘The th atre in the P se C 

was so crowded, that numerous parties were nightly dis ippoint. d. 
In t | is case the alle yory of th / f held ran the 
public could not rel access. ana tf result was, a jomt stock 
company to build a new and great y enlarged theat which 
) e 


yuldine is the present Theatre fi . buult in what ts « ed the 


} } ~ ’ 
erabie age of elightyv-iour, 
. } . - > a 
With this summar. review of the Stage as it has 1 
: | ' ° } } ; 
mM Ssce tland. or rather in thi metropous OF Scotland, \ our 


/ 
- 
~ 


present brief paper. ‘The facts are few, but they ar ructive, 
We see that the Stage has had to fieht for its exist n this 
priest-ridden country; and we micht ay this priest 1 city 
especially; still, it has done so nobly. and 1 dehance 
of the most bie ted intolerance ot 1 Whole leVl1o) an ils. 

\ us h a it th dav is not far distant wi en- 
jOV a Inu hn larg MCAS Ol : rt 


lus beautiful resort. which may be ealled the | ll of Edin- 

huroh : } | | 7) ’ 1, \ , — " ‘ , yf ‘Tl ] " ‘ 

JUL ** hie is AVOUT ‘) shits 4 8, « ‘ a ALVA ii ’ Ait hse cLThe 
+ | 1 ola cel ] 

I iCl) cis i> i 2 I OL tn Lil L Geil I it retreats in Oul 
Vit WILY lt is Lruly a | Cuasure | ; <1 Li] i Ll Lilt UlOraveous Lree 
: laiaaill ‘ } , ae : : 

Im iron tthe baronial | Ono 7 iis il SIppmmMe, ww WAY be. al 

. . . . . . » & a ‘ 

sherry - mier, r CTacKING a JOKE Wil Lie Cy bkaSLING, | | still 

( Stl Ll} C iL Is | WIth 1 Who ( 

Li i Wo i { ti btli- 
> ] ‘ | , } 

| SOpniIcal Cast, that Goes ole pear We Wel SO GeHoURLed 

’ : . , 
With the earthly para . ‘ir t& iriay ehlovs 1n us retreat oO! 
; } ’ ° 
4 + : ; ' 
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not we cannot say—his answer am. 
It urew irom him. b Wever, Certain 
man to our object—namely. that 
are a dull peop! They cannot exist 
standing the pulpit O] t) s of the 
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WEEKLY REVIEW, 
his peculiar study. His change from ‘ Grandfather Whitehead,’ or 
‘ 2, to * Shuffle,’ ‘ Sir Harry,’ or ‘ Newman N 
pecimen of “making up;” it would have been impossible for a 
stranger to have distinguished the same individual in the different 
parts. We throw out this remark for the benefit of all who wish to 


. . 
iV rgs, Was a pr riect 


become leading members of the Theatrical Profession. 

he pleasure of witnessing the graceful dancing of Mademoiselle 
Adele, and Mr G. Martin, increases on repetition. 

lhe evening’s entertainment concluded with The Unfinished 
Gentleman;’ it was excellently performed. ‘£ Bill Downey’ we think 
Mr Gomersal’s best part; and trust the piece will soon be repeated 

A new domestic drama., in two acts, was produced on Wednesday 
evening, called “ Wealth and Want.” ‘Robert Luttrel’ (Mr Bruce 
Norton ),a farmer in flourishing circumstances, has, through the favour 
of his landlord, * Squire Deerham’ (Mr Villiers), had Ins lease re- 
newed, while *Sandour,’ another farmer (Mr Tindell), has had his 
rent inereased. Through the insinuations of the latter, * Luttrel’ is 
persuaded that his wife, ‘ Jane’ (Miss F. Bennet), has been unfaithful 
to him, and that letters have been noticed passing between them. He 
pens a trunk, and discovers a note directed to her from the Squire, 


, | 
in which he alludes to a secret between them which must be pres rved., 
5 ’ , , } | 
‘.j ithe enters, and ic upbrat ner with Taisenood and mconstancy. 
She afirms her innocence . and he, im de spall, leaves the cottage. 


Their child, ‘ Fanny’ (Miss M. Newton), is shortly afterwards taken 
y the Squire's § Valet’ (Mr Wat the Hall. 
Weare then introduced to louse scene, with a meeting of 
>. | 


levellers and CqQui Lit men. ‘Snark 9 the ( hairman (Mr Le slie), 
) 1 


j 
9 ont 


id * Rookem? the Secretary (Mr Irwin), upholding the doctrines of 
rick-bur and gloriously remaining out of work as long as the fund 


lfs. 4d. lasts. This is opposed by * Fallow’ (Mr Fisher), who is 
denounced as an enemy to the cause. and called a Tory. ‘* Luttrel’ is 


. , ; an ae . =. } =. , 
introduced to the Society by * Sandour, who ples him with drink, and 
7 4 : ’ . l, : , 
in that state leads him, at nicht, to the squires larm, where he en 
yours to rm rsuacd him.in revenge, to burn the rcks. ‘ Luttrel 


refuses, and becomes insensib!] from drunkenness. Meantime, 


~ lour’ fir the wheat st s and escapes. ‘ Luttrel’ is taken up 
as the incendiary, and is told, in presence of his wife, that the flames 
have extended to the Hall, which is burnt to the ground, with all its 
nmat His wife distracted] forms him tl their child was at 
the Hall at the time, and must have perished with the others. lie is 


conveved to pris n. tried. found cuiltv. and condemned to death. An 


explanation. | vwever. Ta piace, mn \ hich h learns that the secret 
which had caused all his troubles, and had been withheld from regard 
to his wife’s mother, is, that the young Squire w: her son, previous 
to her marriage with ‘ Jane’s’ father, consequently they are brother 

| sister. A reconciliation takes place; and word 1s brought that 
- DAI lour. whois dvinge. has contess d that he alone had hred the 
farm. * Luttrel’ is a juitted; and the child, who has been saved from 
tne Tiames is | oucht ‘ roaih 7 O} : 

i he irama was excellen periormed by all cones rea ill it. There 


a stup) i, dea?® old Justices of the Peace . connected wito some of the 























DRAMA 
scenes. Which Mr Gomersal’s acting brought prominently forway 
And Miss Alford received much well-merited applause for her di 
lineation of a chattering barmaid. 

We think that Messrs Rollison and Leslie have been wrongly ad 
vised to change the hour of commencement. In consequence of its 
not being sufficiently advertised, the earlier scenes wer played toa 
very thin audience. In our opinion the hour should rather have been 


altered to eight o'clock instead of ven, as very tew families of dis- 
tinction dine earlier than six or seven: and to such o1 ly must the 
management look for support to t! Boxes. Then, again, the shops 
seldom clos earlier tha seven or elgnt, abl i bersols connect i with 


them must have time to visit their homes first. 
WW ith the capabiliti S OF SuUCL a ¢ bipal ‘ Ss IS how al Lie | ihe attr’ 


Roval. we trust we shall soon | e restored to us a Iew stering 
comedies and light tarces. Phius y will bring fashion to the house, 
not such rot by trash as ” Ra na and ones, ol ait rir ine 


Nun,” upon which good scenery 1s thrown away. 
We are glad to pere ive that veteran Mr I. P. Coo is to an- 


I 
pear to-morrow, previous to his finally leaving t lage; and t 
that the public of Edinburgh, and, in part r. th wer p n 
4 1) } 41 . ‘ ' . . " ‘ 
ol il. Willi TOL 1OS Lilt ‘ ii Chan . bii«i ¥ , i} ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘a bru 
Peprest Atati ia Bri iSsil Sal Le al Wel ' uring the last 
1 | ’ ‘ 4 

war, and, ot which, only a WwW ar : (; ich Llospital. 

When he is vone Wwe may say tar it ti reali Diahl-o- vars Lilian, 
ior he has } » « pul nt sta 

I f ' 


The bill of fare at the Adelphi for the w ' , st att 
tive, and good houses have rew i the enterprise of Manager 
* The Betting Boy’s Career,” occasionally repeated, has gradualls 
and properly descended to a second or third pla in the evening’: 
entertainments. Such pieces as “ The Illustrious Stranger, * Th 
Golden Farmer,’ and * Oliver Twist,’ in which the services of Mr 
Lloyd are strongly drawn upon, have constituted the bone and muse! 
of the week’s performance. Wesay so, however, forgetting to ma 


special mention of * Alice Gray, or the Suspected One,” produced on 
Monday evening, and Ll" p al 7 ] rhtly. in this plec Lloyd and 
Webb play each a part—the latter a leading one, as the “ precious 
brother” of Mr Jeremy Jenkinson (Mr Lloyd.) The piece is alte 
gether very interesting. Mrs Wyndham plays Alice Gray with much 
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Miss Laura Addison, the favourite actress, who performed at the 
Pheatre Royal here a year or two ago, and who arrived a few months 
since at New York, died suddenly on the morning of the 2d instant, 
on board the steamer Oregon, on her passage from Albany to that 
city : The deceased had been to Niagara Falls for the benefit of her 
health. 

Mr Thompson, the comedian, who had been one of the regular 
corps at the Manchester Theatre Royal, since the opening of the new 
edifice, died sudde nly last week trom disease. 

We have heard from ror l authority that Mr Lloyd has refused ib 
salary of t lS pe r we ek. to act as stave manager at the Theatre Royal. 

We regret to sa) that Sam. Cowell was so ill as to be confined to his 
house in London. 

Miss M. Davenport, the tragic actress, has arrived in London from 
New York. This lady occupies a very important position in thy 

:, 


dramatic world on the other side of the Atlantic, and is said to be the 
be st juve nil tragic actress now on the b ards in America. \W e learn 
that she is engaged at one of the London Theatres for the ensuing 


SeCaSOll. 


Among the list of ladies and gentlemen engaged by Mr Frederick 


Lioyd for Hawick, we observe the following names \liss M. Wilton, 
a talented young actr , late of the R val here: Miss Celina Leshe, 
of whom r* port spea hiehlv: Mrs W. PB. \ han. a ve r\ pleasing 
vocalist; Mrs Wilton trom the Queen’s, Du! - Mirs Sin pson, Ac, 
Mr J. Pritchard, the leading man: Mr W. Pl. Vaughan, the lght 
comedian, an excellent actor: Mr R. B. Stoddart from the Roval 
Dundee; Mr W. Simpson, a ng actor; Mr Stephens; M 

R. Allan, &Ac., Ac.: an ist 1 h 3 ast. talented manager 
himself, This is the | tC colipany ent CU yi nt ‘ vwownh W 

have seen advertised for years; and ws the respect felt for 
the enterprising manager, both by actors and actresses, who leav 
larg: theatres where th y are iavourites, al join him in his small 


country circuit. 

On Thursday night last. while enga | in playing ina drama, en 
titled The Master Passi n, My Farren, of th Viymipl Theatre, was 
taken suddenly ill, and the piece was consequently st pped; we hear 
that Mr Farren has since greatly rallied, but ars are entertained 
that this great actor will not recover. 

Theatre Royal, J erpoot Herr Sommer, whose wonderful per- 
formance on his silver instrument, “the Sommerphone,” elicited such 
enthusiastic admiration at the Great Exhibition, took his benefit on 
Monday last, and was rewarded with a fair share of patronage. Li 
was ably assisted by Mr Monkhouse, (cornet-a-piston;) Miss A. Poole, 
and Miss J. Poole. The performance of Herr Sommer is beyond all 
eulogy. It was perfectly surprising to witn Se i it) 
with which he produced, on the brazen lungs of his instrument, th 
most soft and witching music, blended with the deepest and most 
sonorous bass. 

Sheridan Knowles. the well-known dramatic author, was some tim 
ago baptised by immersion, by the Rev. Dr Innes of Edinburgh, and 
has since connected himself with the Baptist Church in Bloomsbury 





a 








